Lesson Title: Fort McHenry as a Prison: A Soldier’s Life
Grade: Secondary
Class Periods/Duration: 1 class period

Objective: Students will use primary source documents to understand the
activities and living conditions of soldiers garrisoned at Fort McHenry during the
Civil War.

Vocabulary:
Militia — any military force; any army composed of citizens rather than
professional soldiers, called out in time of emergency
Regiment —a military unit consisting of two or more battalions and forming a basic
element of a division.
(Post) Quartermaster - an officer whose duty it is to provide troops with
guarters ( a place to live), clothing, equipment, etc.

Materials/Resources:

Worksheet (data gathering chart )

(Note: Format and spellings taken directly as written from primary document)
Primary Source Documents (Maryland Historical Society - MS2129)
#A  Letters from Fort McHenry, 1864: Introductory Note

#1 Mankin’s Woods near Baltimore, Sunday morning, July 31/64
#2 5™ Mass V.M. Mankin’s Woods near Baltimore, July 31, 64
#3 Baltimore Aug 5. 1864

#4 Baltimore Aug 7. 1864

#5  Fort McHenry Baltimore Aug 11"

#6 Fort McHenry Bal Aug 14

#7 Fort McHenry Aug 21. 1864

#8 Fort McHenerey 25

#9 Fort McHenery Aug 29

#10 Fort McHennry Sept 1. 64

Note: Additional pages of primary source document transcripts are included for
possible extension and enrichment activities.

Teacher Background:

History of Fort McHenry
(Adapted from Ft. McHenry Website http://www.nps.gov/fomc/historyculture/index.htm)

Fort McHenry’s history began in 1776 during the Revolutionary War. The
people of Baltimore feared an attack by the British, and wanted to build a fort for
protection. Anticipating an attack at any time, a fort of earthen mounds was
constructed quickly. Originally, it was call Fort Whetstone, because of the
location on Whetstone Point.


http://www.nps.gov/fomc/historyculture/index.htm

The Revolutionary War ended without an attack on Baltimore, but
improvements to the fort continued. In 1798, a French engineer was directed by
the Secretary of War to draw plans for a new fort on Whetstone Point. These
plans were expensive, and it was difficult for the people of Baltimore to raise
money for construction. However, James McHenry, a well-known politician, was
instrumental in raising funds for the new fort. The fort was renamed “Fort
McHenry” in his honor.

At the time of the British attack on September 13, 1814, there were 1000
soldiers defending the fort from three fighting units. The first group of soldiers
represented the U. S. Army “Corps of Artillery”. These men lived at Fort McHenry
and were paid eight dollars a month for their services. Another group of
defenders was the "Maryland Militia," private citizens who felt it necessary to aid
in the defense of the city. The third group were sailors from Commodore Joshua
Barney's Flotilla, which had been formed in 1813 to provide naval protection for
the Chesapeake Bay.

In the 1860’s the United States was torn apart by the Civil War. Union troops
were stationed at Fort McHenry to help keep Baltimore out of the hands of those
who would have Maryland join the southern cause. The fort’s guns were turned
toward the city. Fort McHenry was used as a prison where political prisoners
suspected of being Confederate sympathizers were held, often without trial.
Many confederate soldiers were imprisoned at the fort as well.

In 1917, the U.S. Army established General Hospital No.2, a 3,000 bed facility
to treat wounded soldiers returning from Europe. The hospital developed into a
major surgical center, specializing in neuro and reconstructive surgery. When the
war ended, the need for the hospital slowly diminished, and in 1925 the
temporary buildings were town down. Fort McHenry became a national park
which today is administered by the National Park Service as the country’s only
National Monument and Historic Shrine. Exhibits around the fort will help the
visitor visualize life at Fort McHenry during the various stages of its history.

For this lesson, students will be asked to imagine the daily activities and living
conditions of a soldier garrisoned at the fort during the Civil War. They will read
primary source documents which will describe not only the soldier’s work but also
his thoughts and emotions as expressed in letters that he wrote to his wife.

Lesson Development:

1. Show a picture of Fort McHenry and one of a Union soldier. Ask students
to imagine that the soldier in the picture is garrisoned at the fort during late
summer and fall of 1864. Duplicate this chart on the chalkboard and
record students’ responses to these questions:

Where was the soldier What did the soldier eat? | What were the soldier’'s
housed? daily activities?
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. Divide the class into several groups. Provide each group of students a
packet of letters and blank worksheet (duplicate of above). Have students
read the letters and complete the worksheets.

. Have students report data collected during the group work. Reuvisit the
chart and correct any pre-reading misconceptions and add any new
information that was gathered during the reading of the primary
documents.

. Ask the students, “Can we make any generalizations or assumptions
about the lives of Union soldiers during the Civil War?” Lead students to a
discussion that generalizations and assumptions can only be made about
other soldiers at Fort McHenry during this historical period. Conditions for
other soldiers at other forts or battle locations would possibly be very
different.

Have students use the information about this soldier to write a newspaper
article describing his life at the fort during this period. Have students
include information provided in the letters that did not fit under the original
categories in the worksheet. (weather, friends or adversaries, emotions,
etc.)

Assessment:
1. Accuracy of information used in the newspaper article.
2. Participation in group work and total group discussion.

Closure:
Have students present their newspaper articles in the form of a writer’s table
discussion.

Extension:
1. Have the students research living conditions at other forts or battle

locations during the Civil War. Compare those conditions to the ones
described by the soldier garrisoned at Fort McHenry.

or
. Have the students research living conditions at Fort McHenry during other
historical periods (War of 1812 or World War ). Compare those conditions
to the ones described by the soldier garrisoned at Fort McHenry during the
Civil War.
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Ft. McHenry Cannons

Aerial View of Ft. McHenry

Ft. McHenry Entrance



Union Soldiers

Artist’s Depiction of a Union Soldier



(1)
Mankin's Woeds near Baltinore
Sunday morning, July 31/64
Dear Wife & children

I find myself ence more in camp near the Rebs sitting by the side of a stwmp
in good health and spirits. We had a very pleasant pasage out and when I get time
I will write all abeut it. We are situated in a butiful Place on a high hill
covered with large Trees so it makes it shady and nice. ¥e have no tenta yst.
Last night I made wp my Bed on the ground with nothing but ths dlue sky above and
not having any Rest since I left home you can imagin that I injoyed it very much.
Ws marched frem Baltimere up hear in the hottest time you sever saw dut I got along
very well. The mail goes eut at 8 so wishing you much leve I clese.



L<) .
5th Masa V.M, Mankin's Woods near
Baltimors July 31, &4

Dear Wife ' E

We bars had ex inspecticn of all the troops hear to day & wo had a pretty hot
tizs of it, Thers wad 6 of our companr thet fall in the ranks bus I balievs I oo
fire proof having ssen some sun bafors coming eut hear. 1 promisad in my Iytser tiis
moraing that I would give you a 1littlas account of my journoey out hear so if you tokoe
the ooy you can ollow me aleng te thio pleca. Wo toox the cars at Psadville
[Readville Mass/ Thureday 28 at 1% oc for Providencs hzd a verr Pleasant Trip arivsd
there nb 33 oc. Took a stesaer for Now York arrivad tho-e st 6 oc ths naxt morning.

Changed stezmers hsar and vent te Amboy whoro we arived at 12. and 4t vas ono of the
zost splondid salles I ever took, Leoft New Yoerk oa one sids axd Brooklia on the
othar ihis distance, ¥Ye salled on o River & it 1s setilod en Doath oldes with the
cost aplondid Residenciles I evsr saw, § thougat 1t paid me for coming but perhaps I
may foel different beTfere 3 months, At Anbeoy we took she cars for Philldslfee
arived there at 5, They ga2ve ue & hearty wellcoms and & supper in the bargane, It
seomed te ve a gemuine out burst eof Joy frem men, womea & children., I wmas glad to
Zot awvay did not ses Aay of Mr. Marches fanily., We then took the cars fer Baltimere
at 7. ec rode all right and arived in Baltioere at 7 the next morning. Eere they
gave us som ceffees Then we rasted a while & started fer this pace at 12. oc.

So you see weé have had a chance te gsae goze of the centry, We are situated ina
butiful place hear, It is ome of 5he moat splendid groves I ovor saw wvery large
troas and clear of all under brush. Thers is a large feorce of ths ene® hundred

days men here but ve kaew net hew long we askall otsy. MNoaday maraing .... The sun
strucic Beys are gotting alang well,



Baltizore Avg O. Louos

TNaar Wife & childrexn

I vas made glad to day by recelving a letter fron you & to hear that you are
all well. My henlth is geed & am gotting along a3 well as ceuld bs oxpectel under
the circumstances. The weather 1s not 8o hot B3 1t vas vaen wa first cave out hesr tu
tha sun 1o very hot. 3ut I shall not fear the hot weather if we hawve no long wmarches.
I had ozo of =y sick hesdaches last pight tut caze out all right this merning,
Yo havye little emall Tents just large enough for tve & John Whseler and I bunk
to geather & oo have ¢uits a cosay time. Cur tent comes on tho tep ef the bill so
we can sverlock ths hole camp & it 18 a golondid sight in the orening when it 1s
all 11t up. Yoz weuld not think that we wer in the midst of War 1€ you comid be
hear in the eveaing & cee hew merxy won are wkon it geans as the h¥le cacp are
singing. But oo it io for we have all asorts of runers bt do not pay muck
attentien to them ..., It 1o time to Dblow out the Candle wo I wast stop for teo 2ight.

Seturday norafag, The Baltimerw Papars say that tha hols of Laes Army i3 in
motion to make a rale ia Mariload but we dent daliows 1t hear, It 1o cloudy thie
meralng & leok as thounga we wor going te have rnins. Tha eun strucc boys are
gottinz aleag woll. Sexe eof thar cases wer pretty hard enea. It toke 5 or 8 of us
te hold them, They wers all out ef Tewn nen I delievs but one and they all had
thore hair cliped shert which the Dr eayss was the graite causes. I want you %o
writs t3 o eften nad long. Direct my lettars to Paltinere 5 Ragt Co G & it will
coms all risht. If you put the Papers 4n the efice Monday =orning I shell got thaa
Tussday, ZFron your affectlionats Husband,



Balticoye Aug 7.1884

Dear Wife

It is vorry hot end lomasme day te me %o day. ¥s have oot bad any Poligious
gervices besr t¢ day as we “ave no Chaplain and I an afraide we shaat have eny.
Wo had on invitation te go over tso the £ Regt to attond services this morninz brt
¥s did not got throush Imspectien in seassn se we 4'd not go. “e went over to -he
8 fast éay co & Rozt & hoard a serman from Mr. Susll af Wenhen who ls Chaplain of
that Regt. 1 was ourprised ts sed his couniansace. So this afserncon I went over
to see him & ho scamed right gzlad ¢o ees me & I speat ax houd wery pleasant with hia.
fils 1s ceming over to meo me tenerrew. It scans te be ny good luck to aluwazas fal)
ia with a good spiritual XXX aivisor. Our Capt has just baon along & eay
19 & prespect o our kaving e Chaplaiae e men that weat out with the Ragt

Tuseday morning. I received your lLetier of tha 5 last night & wae glad te

hear frem you all & te knew you wer getting along 9 well, My health is goad.

The weather is dry and warm but I stand it firat rate. I hopo sowe of theass
cookers /1] at home will have to take thers chance at ib. Chaplaia Sewell caze over
te ses me yssterday baot I did nat ese hia as I bad gon on% to do a little Jib fox
the Courmnal .... I 1ive eatirely ea ths Army rationa sxcopt milkk which 1s8 15 cts
pr qt. 2ut I gzot sone for xy coffss when I can. It comes pretty hard for some

of the Boys to com down to Eord Tack & coffise bat I understoed that before I came,
Sumner Butters has haen slin simce hear but looks bether $0 8Y ..o 1 dont know

23 you can nake this out for I write it laying on my back in my little Jent,



Fort UcEeary Paltinmere Auvg 1lth
Dear Wife & children .

You will zee by thie that we have ckanged our positien. Ve had erders
yesterday at 4 oc te brake Camp at Mankin's Woods & take all our dids on owr dback &
march for thig ploes which ig € miles 4 niles this side of Raliimere & ve hod a
bard mesch, We left camp &t 7, ec and arived hare at 11, I think I never kmew
what 1t was b0 be real tired before. The hele Regh got inte the Fort and Jeid right
down on the ground & went te oloep ulthe I did nst sleep much as oy hazd achad verry
bad & 1% has all day vut 1 feal batter to night. I have not eaten muck te day. It
23 & fine place te hear wo are alment suroz=nded by VWater. They had & Regt of
FPensylvenemns Lere but thoy did net mata fexr there was not any good mocanica in it
se thoy wanted to oxchango for o Mase Fegt. Se you 300 it is Iucky For me as I
have Deen detailed to day as Carpeptor & shell probably etay my time out hear.

We huvo & large shops in an arrey falryt/ place with Cuardo to etand at the deer day
& night eo you 800 we arc protected.

Wo ceme tlrough the prettiest part of the city of Baltimore. We paat tho
Washipgten monunent wkitch s & splendid thing. Thoy received us iz silon#s & ne
doudt tisy weuld like to tiwew Brick Dats at ues if they dared $e. They druged a
goldler yosterday. Fo was a well & hearty man, Ho lived juost long encugh teo
get inte the fort & Aléd, He was duried at 10 this norming. 14 soamed rather a
gcolum istroduction te camp, The first thing I saw this morning was the Callos clepo
by vhere we slept, They cay there is to te a Eebil apy iwng tozerrew on it. EFut

I shell eadsaver te ceap clsar from it ....

Friday ooraing. ¥e haé o sovere timnfer shower here lest night & it rained hard.
Tt makas 1t bad for the doys &8 they did not have time te get tlsir tents wp but I
hed & grand nights Teat & foel Tip Ter this morming. I have had te Ly what I kave gef
to sat as we hove pet drawn any ratieme. Our mall comee twlce a day so Send often.

I ghall send as ofter as I can,.



Tors McHenery Yal Avg 1e

Denr Wife & Childran

1t is Sundoy afternosm, I dedn to Church this cerning & hed & very intercsting
mooting. The Post Chaplain 13 a Netkhedisi & senns 1iks a smart man. He urged wpon
ue that we gheuld ba batter cen then we wer At hone ard I chall endemver fo prefits
buy 4¢. I kad an invitation fe g ixte the Cheir. Ye had X wery good sining
fsinging/ there was thrae ladisa in it & ome i tho Oaagrozation. Caod fortune
ponmg Lo Jollew oe 6o I havs fbuen/ mut 3a Rodss o ke hble coacorn and have more
Libortiys thas J 4id at Nawdbn=n, Ths Poet Quatar Master cea¥ns to have lemrzed tiat
Y was revorted te be sn nonss: mse as he Ras put every thing “u my haxde & told me to
take any thing I weantsd without an erdar a thing 7hat 16 ne% dome often te soldiers,

Ss it shees te Ms that & good nane i betier than proshous olantwent. 1 havo the
o3t cuarters of any sae iz vko Regt net excenting the Cenrzsl. T will eexf you
one of py eriers so that you can woe how thsy dee business. I was in the Qr Masters
Depa-tzert last night and they wer cutting up Beaf & ho cut ne 4 1bg of Beaf Stake
& gavea ne, S0 I gob one of the ceoks te fry it & it 2ade the hols Shops crov &
Stoke supper the first we have had slnce wo loft homa, He told me any thing I
vanted I skould have fer rot2ing so you 0o I an douad te fiad frionds if ina
fovren clime. #sll I guess hou have heard onough abent B9 ...e



(7} :
Yort Mc Henry Augz 21. 1864
Deer Wife & Children

: It is Sunday morning. I get up this merning end washed up & &te my Breakfast
of dry Bread & Ceflee. Then went away in e quiet place red my Testiment & a3 I
trust oferd a sincear Frayer te Gec for oy owne protectien & thet of ny dear ores
4t herd and I feel the asurance thst Ged will hear and answer rmy prayer, I am
well as usual. Have had a oretty tulsey weak thia wesk ,.,. Tiere i 4 men te be
hung hers the 29. =s yeu will see ty a slip of paper I will ont in thia, The Galley
thet we have 1g only lerje eneugh for ome. These men are te be hunz 211 at encs,
Se I have received orders te brild m new ome & am to werk en it now have got te get
it don this wealke. It is net a verry vlsasent Job for me. I sort of emajin I am
framing a Barn so I get along varry well. We had e gesd Prayer meoting Vednesday
right in the Chaspel, The Chaplaine is & wvary interest®ng mar, We have a splendid’
Band hare of twenty pleces. They play a gosd dezl every day. It makes ma think g2l
the more of my own desr home ae’I heer thair sweat wusic. I have pleaty of 7 /teaf
& wugar, The Qr HMaetezr I guess geve me 2 1b of T & 5 1bs of sugar se I can make
ne & cu any time I wart to. Mr. Earriman is detailed as Harnise Maker & his shep
Jolee mine 20 we go in toa zesther & buy a pint of »ilk in ths morning £ at night ao
ve heve goed T & coffoe, We dont draw es many rations as wa did at Nevbnrn, It
comes hard for seme of the boys but I got ecomghk, As ii is I dent have a raving
apltite. I have lost 1D peunds since I c¢ame out dDut I shell begin te fat up Ty and
by. There fs tut & Cocpraneys of our Begt heer now and tkey thirz tkhat they shall
go soon ag & New Tork Ragt 1s coming In here of one ysars men. Bubt I think I chall
stey until I em ordersd awsy 88 I kanow I cant g=t la a Jotter Flaica. If oxr Cempeny
gees I chall have my ldt<ers directed to ths Qr Mastere dspariment & will let xou

know of {ke chanpge ...,

(7 - eentiousd}
Suniay neen
I have attended services ay the clureh & whan I £ot back I foftnd & letter
frem you & Gesrgs & Caddie & I mast sa¥ I 2eal batier fa- Sunday 1s a lonaem day
in the Army to me ..., T hays rsceived all thn Paperg you have sent. Readlng matter
ie scarce here, My Comfarter hag been a zrate bleseing to me since I cars., I have
net zot it wet yet. It nakes & Pillow and fothe- Bod fer me, My tire 1o 4 zeme it
séems short & will asea pas away. If Isreel /brothsr in Washington/ dees net come
dewn te ces mé I think that tords the last of ny tice I shall g9 up te see him but
I caat tell, It will be hard ta get & Pass hers fer the Oficers cernet get a pans
ta =20 eut of ths fort, I pghould like te sea tiaghinzter befare I ge homs .,.. I wish
Jeu had peme of sur geod Peaches out hers, %hey are very plenty. We zot splendid
snes for 5 cts a gk, I demt buy anything for fear ef goiting Poleoned as twe of
the Eagt have baer voisened since we come in the fort. I heve know deudbt but what
eny of tis Baltinorsiens would Eill ws threy dared te, They aro a sower losicing lot...



. Fort )cRenerey 20

Daar Caddy

I receivad your letter this morningz ard sit down Ye a8dawer .... I am woll,
Wy work is now vretty kard dut if we stay rare we stall net have se much to des.
The Qr Master says he dexnt want me enly to loex after the busiress but I cant lelp
working . It 13 net natural for me to 1oy still ,,.. I vas pleased ts» sec Samel
Orazpan & Georzs Cemn & 1ittle Charley Corverse /Weburrz visiters on 21 Augest/.
They havo gone te¢ Washington oxcept Cherley he ie going te step haro ssme time with
his £othr .... Thore wes bxt twe lettars for tto Rogt this oorring & one of them
vas for me & tvo bLundles of papurs one frem you ond one fren Mr. Shute for whitch
give hin oy thenks ..., I vent into tha prioon this aftorresn. They are & hard
loeking set of mez as 1 ever gaw which I shall have & good daal o tell you about
when I get neme, W¥s hsd owr prayer meeting last night. Trs PChaplaino was nst
thare, There vas rot but 5 eof us te take part ia tke mesting ..., Thore wag about
25 thaYe .;.. The Okaplalne came in Just ss wo wer sipging the Doxslagy & he
seened pleaeed tha! we had sustained tae moeling. Es sald he kad unoxpoctedly had
to attond a Court Marshall s.ce

*>rivais Zinda.l's {hirteer-year old dauguter.



Fort EcHenery Ang 29

Dear Wife & Children

I received peur letter of Saturday tzis morning .... I did noet write te yeu
yosterday as I had ne nuess te write. Wo expected to see trese men hu=g thia
merning but we get dissppeinted in It as there repreave carve last night. But I
d1d my duty. 1 kad the machine all reedy fer them & wes dlgappinted in not ssoing
how 1t worked. 1 guome thore zever wuw & job deas ¢that wmae watched cleser thar 1
have bsen en this & that ceused mere talk but it worke like o charme. I put the
repas £ll vwp aad we all suressl they weuld be tung tut the Presidert has geen fit
te have their sontence changed te imprsssmeat /imprisemmont?/. I think ks chess
to muck lerity fer 1 thizk if any ene theuld be hurg it ic & ople. Ho senxed 4e
feal anoious about it for afior ko osat tks dispatch for fear that 1t weuld net got
througk in ceacen ke sont twe con from Waskingten & they got in hore detween twwlve
& one last nigkt, It i splendid weather hore nsw, The wizd 4o quite cesl, azd
I feel first rate tecause I an iz out of tae Draft ....



Fort McIenary Sept 1. 64

Tear Wife & chfldren

I receivnd your letter of the 20 te Cay ,... Wien I can haar from you every
day or twe & knev ihut you are all well T fesl quifs ceaterted but whon I dent 1
fosl uaeasy t411 I de. I bad rathar buy Pestege stamps & g0 witbout Peaches of the
two. 1 am well og meusl. Mr. Pearsens [Persensf ie quite sick & in the Fespital,
fs soat for 1m0 te cemé & s¢e him te day & I wens. Ee i3 in & good deal of trouble.
Re said the Dectors oxamined him teo day & thialc he 1o goinz te havs the Smell Pox.
Zou botter belisve I pet awny ao quick me I ceuld »hen ha tell me that .... I bkave
beon te werk down e tds Decters this afiernsen me I asicod hin about his casa. Fe
pays he is afrald it de se & if 1t 33 co it will dovolop it se’f temerrew. They
tesk him out of the Hespits)l thls afternesn & put him ia the Pox Tent away of 2 Buy
himsalf & Go net alew azy te g2 to bim. It ser=s bard .... Te day devn te the
dectors I hava dut up a freme ovar her fvifetr] Ded te put o notting sver ts keed
ths mosquitees off, She treated me Kindley as tke Lodios alwnrs dos yeu knaw zavs
ne &% rany Feaches as I wanted te eats & whon I cave away gave 2o a Bole of Poackh
Prosarrss. 1 have hed nething ce nice te do aizce I coxo from hezs, I gave all
in the shep son® net fergetting the guard st the dosr & have gob oaoagh for ny
Breakfsat. Lont Sseler hes just got back 7rom Zecpers Forry has bsox up.with
33 Prisevern Bouaty junpers & left then at their Regte. He saya they sre Jighiing
ovory day there. Hz went nd+1 enough to ses botk Lines of Fat<la. I delleve [ had
rather not see 1t than to 2 dut 4f thay coxms hore I believe I shell £it my coursgs
up ensught t0 Zill a2 gcatt.



(11)
Fert McHenery 5. Sept

Dear Wife & children .

I received teday your letter ef Saturday .... I am well and hearty as usual....
Tell Mr. Woed menmey is ne inducement to ms to 2 to War. Weburn is net werth
enough te hirs me to ge, I am glad they are deing se well in velentsering. Hepe
they will get their number .l.. The bsys are all well, I get Coffing mnd Butters
detalled as Carpenters te day & they have msved in with me te night. They seem
pretty graitful fer the faver. They say any thing but miletary. When s Israsl
Zzeing back te Washingten? I have a grate nation of gltting a pass teo ge thare when
he gets back if I can fer I may never have anether chance .... We have a library here
in ths Church & I have red tws velumes thraugh one the 1lifs eof Whitfisld which has
bean very interestingz te me .... ' '

(12) .
Fort McHensry Sept 9. 64
Dear Wife & children s i

... I am verry tired and sleepy tenight but I thoughl I ceuld net ge te bed
withsut cemmencing a letter te you. ‘Last night I sat up with Mr. Piersons, Xa 1is &
verry sick man .... The Capt Telegraphed te his Wife yesterda® .... I hepe that if
I am sick I shell have my dear Wife to take care of me, I have had the premise thsy
will let you knew imediatley but I dent want ¥eu te understand frem this that I
expact te be sick feor I am getting aleng first rate. I have get a stove in the
shep with a geod Oven in it & the Pest Qr Master has given me all the cesking
atencils I want. Mr. Harriman & I bought 3 Pck of Petatees swesat for 40 cts & we
buy a few aples fer sauce 83 yeu 8ee Wo live guite extery fer goldiera. I seam to
have zood luck fsr which I bless Ged. I have had severill Pieces of scrip put
in my hand by the Oficers fer Wheme I have don smell favera, Te day after I got a
job den fer one of the N.Y. Oficers he put a teow [tws/ dollar bill in my hand. What
de ysu think of that? There is nething like deing right. 1 weat oeut te night te
gat 5 cts werth eof Peaches fer sauce for eur supper & I picked up meney under the
wagen te pay fer them with .... Ya had 2 splendid Band Csncern in the Church
Yednesday night the beat payying I ever heard. The tickets are free and we ars ta
have enjevery Tuesday night -.... Thay are Germans c...

Saturday mera. Mr. Persens is dead. He died at 3 this mern. drepsed off wvarry
easy. His Wife & Mether get here at 6 this morn. btut net in season te see him alive..
I pitty them verry much. The Coash that brought them takes them back againe. His
beddy will be sent heme in haste,.

(13)
_ Ter: McHenery Sept 11

Dear Wife & Children

It is sunday night. I have had a geod suppsr of Boiled Rice .... You inquire
abeut my financles. I believe I teld yeu in my last letter hew I was gestiing aleng
in that respect. I trust I shall net have te call en you fer any meney for I have
the same ameunt that I had wham I started frem home. My wants are few. We geot
splendid Bread it is Bakers Bread and net sewer at all and I am en gesd terms with
tha Baker & ha tells me whensaver I am out ts come te him and he will glve me & lefe.
e has done 5o & gosd meny times. Sweatb Petateas are cheeps here ne+40 cts % Pack
& I hepe yeu will get all yeu want for the children all leve them ss well. I ha¥e
had twe invitatiens te eat at the Generals the weman ef the house takes qulte a fancy
ts me. Beth times I ate there she gave me hot Biaquit & Butter sauce het Cafifas &
Milk & to me it was a graite treat. She gave ms an invitatisn te day at 10 said she
would give me a splendid diner but I daclines en accaunt of geing te Church, I dont
think 4t best te bs bashful at shch kind invitations but accept all that £ can, Tha
beye are gatting quits jelious of me te think I get so many favers. I feal that I
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am heighly favsred & I feal te bless Ged far it .... I have chargs ef the sining
/singlng/ in church this afternsen. The Chaplain and 4 ef us singers went ever to
the Hospital and bad services in the secial reems They wer verry lmpressivs. Thars
is abeut 60 in ths Hegpital. This fernsen tha Chaplains preachsd & splendid sermon
en the state of the ceuntry. Our cempany attendsd in a baddy out ef respect XX ef
the Death of Mr. Persens .... If any eof us are sick we can send heme quick as thare
ig a Telegraph Ofice hers & it is only 1.00 dellar te send werd heme .... It is
splendid weather here new & my health is goed. I expect te bezgln te fat up new,

(14) -
Fert McHenry Sept 15

Dear Wife & children

: I received your letter ef Sunday yesterday .... Hew I weuld like te have you
Zuddle me te night but I hepe te befsrs long. The time seams leng but it Xs helf

eut today. But I hope the last half will net geo so slew. Seme times I feal hems
sick but I try te ba and centented as I can .,.. It was hard fer me te leave home the
first time but it /is/ nething cempared te this fer I felt as though I must. I

think if the hundred dayes men had net ceme they would het have tried te get ther
men but weuld have let tha Draft coeme. But I am eubt of it new any way. I weant te
Baltimere ths 13 en bulsness fer the Q Mr went in his Car®lage & had a chance te rids
over almest all of the Cltty. Had a fine time did my bulsness all up prempt get
back just befere sundewn. Hr t» 14 me yesterday that he shsuld pay me 40 cents pr day
extery. Se you ses hew he apreciates my laber., I laber hard te do my duty & I knew
it is appreciated by the Xindnisses I recelvs from all the Oficers hers. I% will bs
a good thing if I get ths extery Pay. It will buy us a barrel ef flewsr., We had
our 13ttls Prayer meeting last night. The Chaplaine was net thers. Thare was butb

3 te take part in the meeting but it was a geed meeting te us. Tuesday night we had
anether Ganceri{f.& i1t was a rich treat teo ma. They Pay 1.00 & ticket at hems fér a
cemcert that is not se zeod as thess are, I never herd anything equel te 1t. We

are gein te draw ever ceates. If I thought we sheuld stay heme our time out I
gshould not but we may meve any time & I sheuld suffer without ene .... There is 4 ef
our company in the Hespital. Winn & Kno) are 2 ef them. Knex has the Dyessatary
but is deing well., I went in to se® him this afterncen but he dent wemnt his Wife

te knew it. Winmn is beiter, I got the Papers te day. It is raining te night. I
will send you my Pass se yeu can see how we get eut of the fort.

(15)
Fort McHenry ©Sept 138. 64

‘Dear Wife

ess My health is geed. I have a Dplenty te deo. I had 5 mere Carpsteres
detailed this weak so nerI have 12 men te wark scatered over ths Fert & it keeps me Ex
pretty buisey te kesp them all geing. I judge frem the maney testamenies I recsive
. that they ars pleased with my stile ef doing things. I teld the Qr Master this
merning I was warring my shees threugh on the battem. He sald he had seme nice
gseed Boets & he weuld let me havse a paire 2t the legst cash price & let it ge in en
my extery pay se I shall ceunt them as a present te me. He alse told me heshad it
arangzed fer me te receive 40 cents a day extery & the ether detailed men 25 cts ss
veu see that is quite a little inceme. Ws had a splendid sermen te day Dby the
Chaplaina of the 91 H,Yerk Regt. He is a smart man he arived yesterday. I was
intreduced to him last night by the Qr Master. Tomorrew I am gein teo makes him a
bed stead. He $91d mes he was zoing to sead fer his wife te come eut & live here with
him, If I could have my Wife & childPfea hsre with me I sheuld be perfsctly happy.
When I went to the Chaplains this marning fer ths Hyms he asked me in & sald hs had
g2 1litile stuf for me, He had sent up to Baltimors and bought me ene pack eof Sweat
petatees 1 pack of Aples 1 peck of Peaches which ha insisted in my taking all for
nething, But youbettsr believs I thanked him as well as I new hew. It could net
have cest less $han %twe dellars. Se you sss hey they treat me oub hers. Ths Peachss
I distributed with ths boys in the shop the Paetatees & Aples I shall kesp fer



Mr. Harriman & myself. I have a tew dollar Bill on the Woburn Bank that

I brought from home & did not brake for fear I might be sick & as I have
had a little addition to my perse since I have been here I want to give

1 dollar of it to George & the other to Jaimie for being such good boys ...
and taking care of my garden, Pig and other things in generall ... I

have drawn me an overcoat it is a very good one ... Knox is in the
Hospital yet but is doing well. Otis Winn has got the Goute one of his
legs is swelled up as big as two & he suffers a good deal paine ...
Tomorrow I am going to work on a. large floting target Co be fired at by
the large guns.

(16)
Fort McHenry Sept 2l. 64
(Wednesday)

Dear Wife & Children :

T received your letter of Monday today. It is now % past 8 in the
evening. I have returned from our little Prayer meeting ... It has been
a pretty exciting day here today. Last night a condemed criminal was
brought in here to be shot today. He was a Reb Spy Traitor & all & a
hard looking nut. I am to work in the Prison putting up cells so that I
saw what I never want to again. He was shot between 9 & 10 today. the
whole force was out to witness the awful seéan. It became my duty to
prepair his Coffin & screw the poor fellow into it ... He gave the
Chaplaine his pencil the only thing he had the Chaplaine gave it to me so
I have one rebil Rellic. At 12 today there was 100 guns fired here in
honor of the great victory of our Armys & it brought us up on our feat.
Our shop is situated so that the guns fire right over our heads it like to
have shook it all to pieces. The ring has not gon out of my head yet.
I reckon it did wake up the Rebs in this vicinity. It made the prisoners
stair some., I think this War is about played out. I have not a doubt but
what Lincoln will be elected againe, The soldiers will all vote for him.
I think the mean suns that will vote for Mclelon had better leave the
countery. I am in hopes we shall get home in season to vote. We had
another concert last night ...

(17)
Fort McHenry, Sept 25. 64
(Sunday)
Dear Wife
"I have written two long letters to day and now I commence one for you.
I received one to day from Mr. D Persons making inquiries about his

brother's death. It seams he was a spiritualist but I did not know it
until after his death ... He seamed a verry good & honest man but I am
afraid he was not prepared for death. It is a poor time to prepare for

death on a death bed., I rote to him all the perticuliars I could think of wus

I have got from the Quarter Master a pass to go to Washington on Saturday
to stay till Monday morning I have written Israel a letter today ... L

had one of my sick head aches last night I did not get much rest but feal
better this morning. Last evening we had a prayer meeting in the Church.




(17) Continued

There was neather of the Chaplains there. So they insisted on my taking
the charge. I read the last Chapter of Ephesians. I felt that I had the
presance of God with me ... In the N.Y. Regt are almost all Methidist but
the name is nothing if we are not Christians ...

(18)

Fort McHenry Sept 30 64
: (Thursday)
Dear Wife & Children
Only one month more. I received your letter to day & was glad as
usual to hear that you were all well. I also received a box of good
things which all came through in good shape & they come in a good time as
I have not been very well this weak but got to day in good trim for the
good things from home.& while I am writing I am eating the Grapes ...
They are splendid so are the Pies and Snaps. 1 have just got in from an
evening Prayer meeting. We had a good meeting. There was so many there
I had to stand. It put me in mind of old times at Newbern and as we sung
the song ... I have received a letter from Israel. He sayes they shall be
delited to entertain me at Washingtonm. It was one of his best letters. I
let the Qr Master read it to day. It pleased him very much. Said he
would go & see the Genorial him self after dinner for he could alwayes doo
best with him then. He did., The old Gen said he would for he was a
worthy man. So the QM gave me the pass & wanted me to go down & get him
to sign it. I did. He wanted to know what tim I wanted to go. I told
him about noon. He said come up to my Office in the morning & I will signe
it. So you see that tommorrow I shall probley go to Washington. This I
consider is a grate favor as he will not give an officer a pass to go to -
Baltimore unless they can show him that they have business of importance ...
There was the boddy of a man washed ashore close to our shop this morming.
He proved to be one of the 91 Regt and had been missing since Sunday night.
He had Four hundred & seven dollars on his Person. He was a hard looking
sight., He was buried this afternoon.

(19)

Fort McHenry Oct 4. 1864
(Misdated: Written on Tuesday,
Oct 5)
Dear Wife & Children
Last Saturday I went to Washington & got back last night at % pst 6 0.C.
So it gave me two days at Washington. T found Ivory (Ivory S. Kimball)
at the Depot waiting for me. Took me in the horse cars & carried me up to
where Israel boards where I was received with open alms. In the morning I
went to church with them. Dr. Gueleys (?) Presbytarian. Herd a good
sermon & some good Organ playing. Imn the afternoon Israel, George & Ivory
& myself walked almost all over the Cittey & took a grand external view of
Washington & Monday morning Ivory got excused from duty & devoted the day
to me. We went over all the publick Buildings & what I saw I camnnot
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(19) Continued

discribe to you with Pencil but if T should live to get home I shall have
a good deal to tell you. I saw the President stood beside him for 5
minutes. He is a noble looking man. His picture does not do him justice.
T have seen more in my 3 days excurtion than in all my life before. This
may seem wild to you but I thimk it is so. When I came away they gave me
one dollar a piece to pay my faire. So you see my TONEy afairse are
bound to come out all right ... Ivory...got me two Patent Ofice reports &
got them franked & put in the ofice for me so you will get them in a few
days... My health is not very good. 1 have been quite poorly for two
weaks. This morning I went up to see the Doctor. He says I have got the
jandous, He gave me a pil to take at 10, a dose of salts to take at 2
this afternoon and some other medicine to take once in 4 hours. Thinks
he can help me right of. He is a kind man to me & I know he will do the
best he can. You kneed not worry about me for I am not so 1 cannot
attend to my business. Have no appitite & what I eat seems to hurt me.

I got a quarter of a pound of good T last night at Baltimore for 60

cents & I am goin to get some White sugar to go with it. I shall write
to you often & let you know how I get along., I was disappointed at not
getting one from you at noon to day. I put in my pass so you can see it.
I should like for you to save it. The Qr Master said when I went away
that he did not believe there was another man in the Fort that could leave
got a pass to go to Washington. Love & Kisses to all from Geoxge.

(20)

Fort McHenry Oct 5th 1864
(Actually 6th, Wednesday)
Dear Wife & Children
T was glad to day to hear from you all... I have felt pretty slim

to day but feal quite bright to night... My Jandous (jaundice) has come
out pretty well & I suppose I am quite a yellow boy... I am goin to get
along first rate., The Doctor sayes he will keep me on my Pegs. One of
our boys has been in the Hospital sick for a fortnight with the jaundous.
He was discharged yesterday. He came in to se me to day. He sayes the Dr.
is puting me through the same corse... I have had a good maney of my
Christian friends in to see me of the N.Y. Regt. They were afraid I was
sick as I was not at the Prayer meeting. The Chaplaine came down to see
me to day., I had a present of 12 sheats of this Paper to day ...

3y

Fort McHenry, Oct 9, 1864
(Sunday)

Dear Wife & Children

1 received your letter to day of the 7 & was glad to hear from you.
It has been a cold day to day & I have stuck close to the fire all day. I
am getting along first rate have got the jandous almost all out of me
nevers had medicen work better on me... I have mot been very well since I
have been out here but thought it might be the climate. I have not been
so light since'I was a boy. 1 weigh less than 150 1lbs but I am in hope to

fat up before I come home... I bought % pck of sweat Potatoes & 1 am going
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(21) Continued

to have a Peck of apples tomorrow so I shall have enough to eate. The
Regt except the detailed men have gon on an experdition into Maryland.
They went in Transports & it takes them one day & night to go so you

see I get rid of one hard job by being detailed. They went aboard the
Boat at 7 last night. The wind blew hard and they must have had a hard
time. Mr. Winn arrived hear to day after his son that is in the Hospital.
Kelley was with him but I have not seen them. I maide out the skedule
of Lumber for a large building to be put up here yesterday to be 30 feet
by 50, 2 storys heigh with a Piazza all round, 5 feet wide for Oficers
quarters. How do you get along for money. If you want any you must
borrow,of John for we shant be Paid of till we get home...

(22)
(This letter is the only one on a letterhead: Head Quarters, Znd Separate
Brigade, 8th Army Corps, Defences of Baltimore.

Fort McHenry, Md., October 16, 1864
Sunday

Dife & Children,

T received a letter from you yesterday of the 12... I am gaining first
rate and have a strong apetite I dont want you to say any thing about
Brown Bread & Squash Pies untill I get home for it only makes me feal bad.
Our Company live pretty mean, Since I have been sick ther stuff makes me
sick to think of it. They have a good maney of those Salt junk soops.
The thought of them makes me sick. So I have to buy almost every thing
I eate. I pick up a little money once in a while & it works in pretty
handy. Friday morning I went to the Fort to get a paile of watter &
coming out I picked up in the path 60 cents in scrip that some one had
dropped. I think I am a lucky man., Our Company got back yesterday & today
received marching orders to be in readiness at a moments notice every man
but the detailed men. It is shure I shant leave the Fort untill we come
home. I dont know as they will be willing to have me go home when our
time is out. Agetent Wyer told me this weak that Gen Moris liked me so
well he was goin to have me on his Staff but I dont think I shall axcept.
I drew the Plans & figured up the Lumber yesterday for another building
150 feet long 40 wide to be put up immediately. I have 16 men to work
now. T dont have to do anything myself only to give directions to others.
1f you could be with me one day you would think T was of some consequence
here. This morning we had services in the open aire as we are firing the
church. This afternoon we attended a funerial of one of the Regulars. I
should like to see you with a full set of teath when I get home. My extory
Pay will get you a good set. I expect to get 40 cents pr day for all my
time here. So I shant be as poor as you may think ... One of our Boys is
just gon in the Hospital. He is liable to die at aney time. His name is
Flag, Henry Flag's son. He has the consumption & has been spitting Blood
& I am afraid he is not prepared to die.

(23)

Fort McHenry, Oct 19, 1864  ~ =~
(Wednesday)

Dear Wife & Children
I received a letter from you to day of Monday ... (illegible) has heard
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rumor that they are to start home one weak from next Monday. That time
will soon come but I shant place much confidence in the stories until

1 start for home. We wer paid of to day up to the first day of Sept

one month an ten days 21.60 cents but I think I shant send it home as I

am coming home as quick ... Dr. Curenes (?) sent for me to go and see his
Wife said she had a little work for me to do. I went down this aftermoon.
She is the lady I have spoken to you about before as being kind to me...

I am getting along first rate. I have been rasing a large building to day.
The QM said he never saw so large a days work don as we did yesterday.

They are not use to so much work don by soldiers as we do. A part of our
Company are doing guard over the Baltimore stores that have been shut up !
for being dislaival. They arrested two Car lodes this weak & sent them
to Washington. They took 60 sixty out of one store Proprieters and Clerks. !
That is the way to serve them. I went to the city Monday on business for i
the QM and had a fine time.

(24)

Fort McHenry, Oct 23, 1864
(Sunday)

Dear Wife & Children

I am in hopes this is the last letter I shall have to date from this
place for rumor sayes we start for home the 27, Thursday. If so we shall
be at home Saturday... Brigham & M----- (?) went to Baltimore to day.
They saw Mr. Clements Boy of the 8 Regt. He has had a fever & been in the
Hospital for some time but is fat & harty now. MMy health is good. The
detailed men have our own rations & cook them in the shop. There is 10 of
us. The Chaplaines Wife sent me a squash Pie Thursday. It was a nice one
& it reminded me of home. I found out yesterday that I shall not get aney
extory pay as the department will not alow it. T dont caire if I can get
home safe... I expect we shall go to our Company Wednesday. York has been
for severral days ... Dolever is sick in the Hospital but I think will be
able to go home with us. Flag is still alive but will never see his home

on earth...

(25)
Fort McHenry, Oct 26, 1864
(Wednesday)

Dear Wife & Children

I was in hopes I should not have to write to you again from this place.
But the prospects are now that we shant come home before next week as they
have no troops to releive us with so T shall settle down as contented as
possible & wate our turne... Mr. James Ellis & wife were here yesterday.
I was glad to see them, I shoed them over the Fort. Went down to the
Prison & Hospital shoed them som live Rebs. Monday there was 500 hundred
brought in here from Sheridans army & tonight 428 more came in & I hope
they will have to stay here till the war is over. Last night Mrs. Flagg &
Mrs. Persons came out here to see her son who is just gon. It is doubt full
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(25) Continued

if he lives through another day. I never (saw) a person run down so quick
as he has it is quick Consumptiomn,..

(26)
Fort McHenry, Oct 30, 1864
Sunday

Bear Wife & Children

Another Sunday still finds us hear and there is no sertainty when we
shall be releived but I think we may have orders to go at any time...
I have had some handsom presents of money this weak which will make you
laf when I get home. It is enough to make quite a start in the Bank...
but I dont want you to say any thing about it as it will make some of my
Brother chips here feel bad. I went into the Hospital & sat with Flagg
2 hours this afternoon. He is just gon. His mother sits beside him and
cries all the time. It was hard for me as it is natural for me to Weap
with those who Weap & rejous with those who rejous. But I fear he is not
prepared to die, It is a poor time for a man to prepair to die on his
death Bed. I went to Baltimore yesterday afternocon got me some Butter &
apples... The 8 Regt went home to night.

Monday morning. Flagg died last night, It is a fine morning & I am
anxious to leave for home. ILove and kisses to all. George.




